








DESIGNATION: 331st Regimental

Combat Team, 83rd Division

REACTIVATION: August is, 1942

CAMPAIGNS: Normandy, Northern

France (Brittany), Ardennes-Alsace,

Rhineland, Central Europe

THE 3315T REGIMENTAL Coml""
'Te,ll1l O~CT) entered >"-;-ofmandv in the
henter part of June 19++. The r~gimtnt
had left Southampton in Liberty ships on
]l1ne 17 ,mLi 18, and W;"lS forct:d to rcm"in
in the Eng'lish Ch:11U1CI for nearly ;] week
v,:hjle \v~lirin~' for storms to suhsfc\e. The
regiment fin;Jly bnded ~lt Omaha Beach,
moveel south to Bricqul':villc Jnd tben
traveled west to an area som]1\vcst of
CarenLl11, where on June 26 it took over
the positions of the 502nd Parachute 1n­
f;lJ)trv Regiment of the 101st Airborne
Division, ~ll1der the command of ~vIajor
General iVLl:-.:welI Twior.

On July +, just so~lth of the vilbge of
,\Icautis, the 331stand330th heed the 6~h

Fa!!scbinlJjiiger Regiment under the COll'l­

I11,md ofiVIajor Friedrich J-?rciherrvon Del'
Hevdre. Constrained bv the: marshes of
the'Prairies i\'Iarecag-cuses de Gorges on
the right and the flo~)(l plain of the~TlUte
River 011 the left, the two re::6ments were
forced to attack into the hecfg·cro\\'s down
:: narrow isthn~us ol1h' twO kilometers
wide. The ,1tT::1ck heg:m :1t Ofl5 hours <1her
a IS-minute artillei:y prep'lf:1tion. By the
end ofthe day, the 331sthad made no for­
ward progrc.~s :1nd its commanding offi·­
cel', Colonel NIartin B<lrndolbrl h,ld been
killed by a sniper just 350 yarels south of
the regimental cOlllm;llld post, The fol­
lowing days were no better. By the end of
the tlrst week of fighting, the 331st had
seen five different c~)ll1l11~ndjng' officers.

"It ",vas rhe most Godfors<lh;n~ l1f'!forgiv­
ing, murderous terrain tllat 1ever enco'Un­
tered and fought on," fC:'C1lieo Capuin
llInes Shonak of the 331st Reps anti­
r,',nk comp,\ny. '(~obody W~\S r~,.lcly fo~'

'"vhat by ~lhc;ld of U", incll1ding upper
comm'lnd. E.~Kh individ1.ul hedgerow
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\\',\s ... its 0\\'11 sep;lnnc battk .... h could
take a dav to cuntrol ~lJ1d secure the next
rOW-Dr h couid tJke three cLlys, {:epend­
ing on what wns on the other slde and
how esublishcd the tt:rritory \\'as the
Germans were occupying...we·,vere de;~l­
ing with snipers, mines, booby traps,
strong artillery and Germ;lll tunnels all
over the godd;ll1111 pbce. One minute
they are in front ofyou and you're prep,u'­
ing with n:cOI1 to aJvanc~ forward, and
the next minute all hell is breaking· loose
becmse you suddenly realize you·re 5ur­
roundcc(and artillery: is pouriIlg down on
vou, and vou're gcmnS[ sLu1Q:htercd
screaming (or supp~rt with no idea how
badlv YOU have been hit and \-rho and
what V~)l.l 'vt lost. Jl

On)ulv 9, the 331st ,ldvanced two miles
soLth oF'ib starljng puim, and [he 2nd
Battalion repulsed counterattacks to take
Sainteny. ,\Vhen Operation Cobra was
bunched on July 25, the regiment was
holding on the west lxmk of ule 'rautc ,It

A1.L\:ais. The 33lst lud lost ~40 men killed
in action and 1,87+woundell and the 83 ru
Division had, 3ccording to historian
;\;brtin Blumenson, I; •• .in~~UlTed Inore Cl­
sua:tics and rccei'ved more rtplacements
in its short comb.H career than any other
American unit in 001'111andv." ,

On July 12 the 3315t ~vas given LO

Colonel Robert H. York. under whose
comm~l11d the 1'eQ,"iment n~owd to Brit­
tDny to playa maj;r role in the siege o(Sc.
,VLtJo. From .-\.l.IS,'"list -t to 17 l the 83 rd
fought through ,1 ~-ing ofsU'ongl1oims sur­
rounding' St. :\-L\lo ;md its fortified citadel.
The 33 Cst attacked Paramc to the e~'!St of
St. ;\hlo, tl:en S\\/cpt 56 miles south ;lIld
west to Dinan. Therc it Iinktd up with lhe
~ltt<lched 121st InfJJ1(ry and then drove

north to Dirurd, opposite the citadel
across [.he mouth of the Rance I'(ivcr. In a
f]ve~d;}y battle, the t"V{) regiments cap­
tured -+,000 enemy troops.

On August 20, tl)e 33 lstwas ordered to
the Loire \;:1Uev, where the 83rcl Di\~sion
served on the 'right Ihnk of the Third
Army. The 331;t patrolled an area 93
miles from Angiers to Nantes. It was
during this time"'that a recon LTOOp in the
329th, under the leadership of Lieutenant
S<1Il1 '\'Iagill, captured 20,000 German
soldiers without firing ~1 single shot.

Un September 18 the 331sr moved to
Luxembourg. There, the 83rd participated
in pan'ols and actions ,dong tl1C iVIosetle
River. most noublv the bx,:rles around
Rem:~h ,lnd :It Le S'tromberQ,' I-lill.

T1;e 331st moved by trlld::~to the HliH­
gen Forest on Decenlber 6 ;md in several
l)loody b,lttles C<lprurcd d1C \illage of Gey,
,1 strong-point in the German defenses
protecting t~1e <lppro<lChes to Di.iren.
Dwellinc,T$ in the heavilv mincd village were
d0uble-~v;]J1ed cOl1crcte~',\n(l~stecl a7senals.
Ne~lrJ~-' every company in the regiment
Iud ,l turn in the house-to-housc battle,
Final:v the ,Americans ll)a118gec! to take
the viiLlgc, al~d the 3:; 1$t pushed fonvard
while beating· back successive counter­
'Htacks. A_ftc; five c!;1VS of fightiru~', the
re2iment Iud 3dvanced to rh; west bank
of"-'the Roer River SOUcl1 of Duren.

On Deo,:;mber 26 the reg'imenr moved
into Belgium and took up (lefensive posi­
tions \vest of Rochefort. On JanuaI~/ 9,
19-1-5, the 331st fought throegh the 'A1'­
demlCs for 10 days ;md nights, pencu'aong
five miles into Germ,lll lines.

III its final push across CCrI11,mYl the
83rd covered a distance of 280 miles in 13
(1<1\'5 ~llld ~'aincd fame as wrhe R,lg-'EIg
Ci'rcus)' [(;1' its use of uJ1l1su'.l1 modes o~f
rransportation. The division's 329th In­
fantTV established tJle first brjdgehe~ld

across the Elbe River ,lt Barby on .~pril H
and penetrated about three miles on the
eastern side. Then word C,lmc down from
,\llied headquarters for the 83rd to hold
its po~itjons on the Elbe beclUs~ for <Ill
pr'lctical pllrpo~cs the ",,'ar was over.

.-\fter G~rm,1l\v's surrender. the 331 st
took over Occup~ltion duties in Bavaria.
Th('11 the 83rd was ckactiv:lted, ~l1ld vet­
erans of the division returned home-not
proudh' ;IS ~lJl intact unit, but in small
grf},\nb.·.QE1l1~lt,~1~~iJ.w_e,d..tQ.-Qtllcl:,.unjts",,", }
(VOl! c,lll lc;\rn ITlOrc about the 3_ilst'~~:

JRCT and 83rt.! Division ,'It hcrp:l/www. /'
~c\\·el).c()!n/~(bvecurry/bJ'Otht.:rsl~_.......j/
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This roster, by Platoons waS taken from a handwritten roster made by
George Odem/eller in Normandy. ':ie thin], it 'Jas made about the first of August 1944.

ComDany ;los. Platoon

1st. Lt. Harry C. Gravelyn

2nd. Lt. Robert L. Deck

1st. Sgt. Teddy Bednarski

S/Sgt. Nick G. Hasychak

S/ Sgt. Al Shnawder

Sgt. Clarence Gerling

3gt. RE,lph Gunderson

S/Sgt. Anthony t-Iadonna

Cpl. James R. Bennett

r/4 Harry Gard

r/4 Jos~ph Pollock

r/4 Harold llitchell
':1 Ie: Floyd F. Bre.atz..<./ ./

i~/5 Du VE',l Todd

T/5 Pete Cannoni

Pic. EUGene D. Nolte

He. Je.mes ~ Lynchu.

Pfe. Harvin 'T .. Davis

Pfe. John J. Kovak

'r/5 ;\.rthur 3:. Christensen

Pfc. Kenneth V. Hoody

Pfc. Byron R. Phillips

Pvt. ;',lbert Pa18.dino

?fc .. Geor;e Oden',feller

Pvt .. Clifton ,\. Dr8sh

F;,~-;: .. :1ohert 1 .. Bphno

Pvt. Albert \fuitby

Pfc. Hans Treutel

T/4 Allen P. Older

Pfc. William P. Maynard

Pfc. Kenneth Ruttan

CpL Frank N. Cancassie

Pfc. Frank !:J .. Sabine

Pvt. Philip J. Apenovich

Pvt. Carl E. Bein
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1st ... P12.toon--r·IG

1st. Lt. Truman G. Miller

Tf,Sgt. llrthur H. He,ught

Cpl. ':Jilliam E.. rragel

Cpl. .~lbert hisler

PIC. Jrunes 1.-'1. Smith

Cp1. Leroy Hink

PIC. John 0. Post

s/sgt. Eilo.n Evkovich

Sgt. Callisus Hellman

PIC. Louis P. Capacasa

Pic. Demcil Breznay

Pvt. Jerry Smidl

Pfc. Leonard Bowles

Pic. Aguilar POlicarpio

Sgt. John L2ncaster

pfc. Raymond Bowen

Pvt. James Bullington

Pvt. Domer Barker

Pic. Harry Coupland

Pfc. Robert Hetrick

S/Sgt. Ulrich Schuler

Sgt. Albert Otto

Pic. Orvil Cutlip

Pic. ".iilliam '.1orley

Pfc. John \/inek

Pvt. 3idney i~:telson

Pyt. ","!illiam Comer

Fic .. ~2.rl Rider

Sgt .. Ch2~ds Johnson

Pvto Ch~rles Pate

pfc. ':/alter Jump

Pvt Q Dalton Johnson

pfc. Carl Gilley

Pvt. Ch"rles '.foody

Pfc. So.muel Elippa

Pfc. LeeoHen Lynch

Pic. Ralph lIunte:r

Pvt. Ashley Ve<1rG&son

Pvt. Philip Streit

Pvt. Ch[,rles 'dclcott

Pvt. John ";/agoner

Pvt. Harold ':Jarren

Pvt. Kenneth Batchelor

Pvt. Jenes Jenlins

Pvt. Ihcho12s Barbu

Pvt. Eerle Akam

Pvt. llorGQn Cordeau

Pic. Gerthie Little

Pvt. Donald '.!atson

Pfc. 'dalter Nilby

Pvt. Richard Johnson

Pvt. Kermit Click

:?vt. Fr2.nklin Gossett

?fc. George ;"!iegs.nd

3/Sgt. Robert ]v.rl:ett


