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DESIGNATICON: 331st Regimental

Combat Team, 83rd Division

REACTIVATION: August 15, 1942

CAMPAIGNS: Normandy, Northern
France (Brittany), Ardennes-Alsace,

Rhineland, Central Europe

THE 337157 REGIMENMTAL Combat
Team (RCT) entered Normandy in the
lateer pare of June 1944, The regiment
had lefr Southampton in Liberty ships on
Jme 17 and 18, and was forced to remain
in the English Channel for nearly a week
while waiting for storms to subside. The
regiment finally landed at Omaha Beach,
moved south w Bricqueville and then
rraveled west o an area southwest of
Carenean, where on June 26 it took over
the positions of the 502nd Parachure In-
fantry Regiment of the 10lst Airborne
Division, under the command of Major
General Mavwell [ Taylor.

On July 4, just south of the village of
Meaans, the 33 Istand 330th faced dhe 6th
Fallschinmnjiger Regiment under the com-
mand of Major Friedrich Freiberrvon Der
Heydre. Constrained by the marshes of
the Prairies Marecageuses de Gorges an
the right and the flood plain of the Taute
River on the lefr, the two regiments were
forced to artack inro the hedgerows down
a marrow isthmus only two kilometers
wide, The attack hegan at 0445 hours after
a 15-ininute artillery preparadon. By the
end of the day, the 33 1sthad made no for-
ward progress and irs commanding offi-
cer, Colonel Martn Barndollar, had been
killed by 2 sniper just 330 v'zrds south of
the regimentai command post. The fol-
l()mng days were no beter. By the end of
the first week of fightng, the 33 1st had
seen five different commanding officers.

“It was the most Godfersaken, unforgiv-
ing, murderous terrain that 1 ever eéncoun-
tered and fought on,” recalled Capuain
James Shonak of the 331st RCTS ant-
wnk company. “Nobody was ready for
what lay ahead of us, mcluding upper
command. Each individual hedgerow
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was,..its own separate battle.... fr could
rake a day to conwol and secure the next
row-—or 1t coutd nake three davs, depend-
ing on what was on the other side and
how established the rerviony was the
Germans were occupying...we were deal-
ing with snipers, mines, booby traps,
strong artillery and German runnels all
over the goddamn place. One minute
they are in front of you and you're prepar-
ing with recon w advanes torwaid, and
the next minute all heil is breaking loose
because you suddenty realize vou're sur-
rounded and artilh,r\' is pouring down on
vou, and vou're gerting slaughtered
screaming for support with no idea how
badly you have been hit end who and
what vou've lost.”

OnJuly 9, the 331stadvanced two miles
south of jts starting poing, and the 2nd
Battalion repulsed counterattacks to take
Sainteny. When Operation Cobra was
launched on July 23, the regiment was
holding on the west bank of the Taure at
Awrzais. The 33 st had lost 240 men killed
i action and 1,87 +wounded and the 83rd
Division had, according to historian
Mam’n Blumenson, ©, . .incurred more ca-
suaities and recely ed more replicements
in irs short combat carcer than any other
American unit in SNormandy.”

On Julv 12 the 331st was given 1w
Colonel Robert H. York. under whose
command the regiment moved to Brit-
tany w0 play a major role in the siege of St
Malo. From August 4 w0 17, the 83¢d
fought dhrough a ring of strongpoints sur-
rounding Se. Malo and its foruhed ciaded,

The 331st attacked Parame to the east of

St. Malo, then swept 36 miles scuth and
west to Dinan. There itlinked up with the
attached 121st Infanory and then drove

north w Dinard, opposite the citadel
across the mouth of the Rance River, Ina
five-day baule, the two regiments cap-
tured -+,000 enemy woaps.

On August 20, the 33 Ist was ordered o
the Loire Valley, where the 83rd Division
served on the right {lank of the Third
Army. The 331st patrolied an area 93
miles from Angiers to Nantes. It was
during this time thata recon treop in the
329th, under the leadership of Lieutenant
Sam Magill, captured 20,000 German
soldiers without firing a single shot.

On September 18 the 33 st moved o
Luxembourg. There, the 83rd partcipated
in patrols and actions along the Moselle
River, most netably the banles around
Rem:ch and at Le Stromberg Hill.

The 33 st moved by wock to the Hare-
gen Forest on December 6 and m several
bloody batles caprured the village of Gey,
a strongpoint in the German defenses
protecung the approiaches o Diven.
Dwellings in the heavily mined village were
double-walled concrere-and-stee] arsenals.
Nearly every company in the regiment
had a varn in the house-to-house baetle.
Finally the —\menmm managed to take
the v 1H&gc, and the 331st pushcd forward
while beating back successive counter-
attacks. After five davs of fighung, the
regiment had advanced o the west bank
of the Roer River south of Diiren.

On December 26 the regiment moved
into Belgium and took up defensive posi-
tions west of Rochefort. On Janvary &,
1943, the 33 Ist fought through the Ar-
dennes for 10 davs and nights, penetraung
five miles inte German lines.

In fts final push across Germany, the
83rd covered a distance of 280 miles in 13
davs and gained fame as “The Rag-Tag
Circus” for its use of unusual modes of
wransporgation. The division’s 329th In-
fanuy estblished the first bridgehead
across the Eibe River at Barby on April 14
and penetrared about three miles on the
eastern side. Then word came down from
Allied headquarters for the 83rd to hold
its positions on the Elbe because for all
practical purposes the war was over.

After Grermany’s surrender, the 331sc
ook over occupation duties in Bavaria.
Then the 83rd was deactivazed, and ver-
erans of the division returned home-—nort
proudly as an intact unit, but in smalf
groups ofue }(;_]Ld_U,}Q.th_l anils,

You can learn more about the nlbt

;1\( 'l‘ and 83rd Division at hap:/Zwww.

;\(_\\ eh.com/~davecurry/brod krs/”“ ot

B it 1 mnn fARER YAl

g O

EE

e

RPN




Tabie 1 Infantry Military Organization Chart

* Co. D was solefy a weapons company designed to support the rifle companles with its
firepower. It consisted of 2 water-cooled machine gun Platoons, and I mortar Platoon. The
company had a headquarters group of 35 to include kitchen crew, dlerks, supply, mechanics, wire
and radic personnel, and messengers. The machine gun Platoon consisted of 2 sections of 2
squads each and 4 machine guns. The mortar Platoon consisted of 3 sections of 2 squads each and

& guns,
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This roster, by Platoons wag taken from z handwritten roster made by
George Odenweller in Normandy. e think it was made about the first of August 194k,

Company Hos. Platcon :

lst, Lt. Harry C., Gravelyn Pvt. Albert Whitby

2nd. Lt. Robert L, Deck Pfe. Hans Treutel

lst. Szt. Teddy Bednarski T/ Allen P. Older
S/8zt. Wick G. Hasychak , Pfc, William P. Maynard
S/ Bgte Al Shmwder Pfc. Kenneth Ruttan
Sgt. Clarence Gerling Cpl. Frank M. Cancassie
3zt. Ralph Gunderson Pfc. Frank W, 3abine
5/5zt. Anthony Madonna Pvt. Philip J. Apenovich
Cpl. James R, DBennett Pvt. Carl B. Bein

/4 Harry Gard

/4 Joseph Pollock
T/4 larold litchell
/% Floyd F. Braatz
7/5 Duval Todd

/5 Pete Cannoni

Pifc. Zugene D. Nolte
Pfc, James G. Lynch
Pfe, ifarvin T. Davis
Pfc. John J. HZovak
T/% Arthur 3. Christensen
Ffe, Henneth V, Moody
Pfc., Byron R. Phillips
Fvt., Albert Paladine
Pfe, Georze Odenweller
Pvt. Clifton .. Dresh

v, RWhert I. Bphneo
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Platoon~-iiG

1st., Lt. Trumen G, Miller

T/Sgt. Arthur H. Haught |

Cpl, William H. Nagel
Cpl. ilbert hisler
Pic. James ¥, Smith
Col, Leroy Mink

Pfc., John ¥. Post

ey

/Sgt . lillen Evkovich

{0

Sgt. Callisus Hellman
Pfc. Louls P, Capacasa
Pic. Demcil Bremnay
Pvt, Jerry Smidl

Pfc. Lezonard Bowles
Pfc. fAguilar Policarpio
Sgt. John Lencaster
Pfc. Raymond Bowen
Pvt. James Bullington
Yvt. llomer Barlker

Pfc. derry Coupland
Pfc. Robert Hetrick
S/5zt. Ulrich Schuler
Sete Albert Otto

Pfe., Orvil Cutlip

Fic. Williem Vorley
Pfc, John iinek

vt. 3idney hxelson
Pvt. William Comer

Fic. ZJzrl Rider

S5gt. Chandg Johnson

o

Pvt, Charles Pate
Pfe. lalter Jump

Tl
Pvt. Dalton Johnson ¢
Pfe. Carl Gilley
Pvt. Charles “oody
Pfc. Samuel Elippa
Pfc. Leeowen Lyuch
Pfc. Relph iHunter
Pvt. Ashley Veargason
Pvi. Philip Streit
Pvt, Charles VWaolcott
Pyvt. Jdohn Hagoner
Pvt. Harold Yarren
Pvt. Kenneth Batchelor
Pvt. James Jenlins
Pvt. Hicholas Barbu
Pvt. lerle Akam
Pyvt. Morgon Cordeau
Pfc. Gerthie Little

Pvit, Donald Yatson

Pvt. Hichard Johnson
Pvt, Kermit Click
Pvt, Fronlilin Gossett
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Jeorge Wiegand

3/5gt . Robert Burkett



